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History of Parent Mentor Projects 
 

by Margaret Burley 
 

 
On January 12, 1991, in Columbus, Ohio, the idea for Parent Mentor Projects was born.  
About 160 parents from across the state gathered to decide how to implement Goal #7 of the 
Ohio Department of Education’s Special Education Action Plan.  Goal #7 was the Parent 
Involvement in Education part of this innovative plan to restructure education for children with 
disabilities.  The Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities convened this 
meeting of the Statewide Parent Task Force to ask parent leaders what they believed would 
help to involve more parents in their child’s educational program.  The OCECD had been 
given the task of shaping the activities which would implement Ohio’s Action Plan around 
Goal #7.  These goals had been developed by the State Superintendents Special Education 
Advisory Council, as required by P.L. 94-142 (the Education for All Handicapped Children 
Act of 1975).  Additionally, over 400 parents met in regional focus groups to review parents’ 
needs and to shape the future of parent mentors in Ohio’s schools.  Through the diligent efforts 
of the OCECD director and co-director, working with staff from Ohio Department of 
Education, by December 1, 1991, ten (10) projects had been chosen to be funded by O.D.E.  
OCECD staff were reviewers for the nearly 40 proposals, representing 70 districts.  Funds for 
these pilots came from federal IDEA funds. 

 
During the state budget development for fiscal years 1994-95, the Coalition successfully 
persuaded Governor Voinovich to add $500,000. to the state budget for parent mentor projects.  
An additional 20 projects began in January 1994.  The Coalition has continued to support 
additional funding each year.  Presently, 74 projects are funded. 

 
The Coalition continues to provide training and support for Parent Mentors through 
Meaningful Parent Engagement project.  This technical assistance can be shaped to meet the 
needs of individual projects.    
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     Executive Office   Toll Free:  (800) 374-2806 
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      Marion, Ohio 43302-3741  E-mail: ocecd@gte.net 
                Phone:  (740) 382-5452  Web: www.ocecd.org    
 
 
 
 
Canton Office  
Beach City, Ohio 
(800) 694-6399 
 
Central Office 
Powell, Ohio 
(800) 461-1932 
 
Cleveland Office 
Bay Village, Ohio 
(800) 694-6402 
 
Lake Shore Office 
Newbury, Ohio 
(800) 694-6420 
 
Mid-Ohio Office 
Mt. Gilead, Ohio 
(800) 946-9001 
 
Northern Office 
Parma, Ohio 
(800) 461-1928 
 
North Central Office 
Alvada, Ohio 
(800) 694-6429 
 
Northeast Office 
Sebring, Ohio 
(800) 694-6432 
 
Southern Office 
Owensville, Ohio 
(800) 694-7903 
 
Southeast Office 
Athens, Ohio 
(800) 694-6480 
 
Southwest Office 
Cincinnati, Ohio  
(800) 694-6502 
 
West Central Office 
Huntsville, Ohio 
(800) 694-6510 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
August 12, 2004 
 

History of Parent Mentor Projects 
 
 

The Parent Mentor projects have a long history in Ohio, beginning as suggestions 
from the Statewide Parent Task Force, an activity of Goal #7 of Ohio’s Special 
Education Action Plan, which was developed by the Futures Forum on Special 
Education of ODE led by Mr. Frank New, then director of the division of special 
education. 
 
**See attached letters explaining the process of funding the 1st Parent Mentors 
Projects starting from 1991. 
 
The first 10 projects funded for the 1991-1992 school year were: 
 
 By Special Education 
  

• Chillicothe City Schools 
• Columbus City Schools 
• Preble County Schools 
• Princeton City Schools 
• Solon City Schools 

 
By Early Childhood 

 
• Ashland City Schools 
• Canton City Schools 
• Findlay City Schools 
• Sandusky County Schools 
• Steubenville City Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dear 
 
I am pleased to be able to invite you to  a Subcommittee meeting of the 
Statewide Parent Task Force to discuss the  parent Mentor concept which 
was suggested by the Statewide Task force.  Dr. Ray Horn, Assistant 
Superintendent of the Ohio Department of Special Education, and Mr. 
Frank New, Director, Division of Special Education will be meeting with us 
at the Ohio School for the Deaf,  (map enclosed)  at 10:00 a.m. on April 
10, 1991.  As you know, many suggestions were made by parents at our 
first meeting on January 12 in Columbus, Ohio regarding needs of parents 
for supportive information and training from school districts.  One of those 
suggestions,  
for an experienced parent who would serve as a mentor to parents who 
were new to the special education program in a school district, is the topic 
we will be discussing at this  
meeting.  This subcommittee can assist in brainstorming this concept so 
that a more complete outline of what a parent mentor program would look 
like might be discussed at our  
Task Force meeting on April 13. 
 
One area of need which has surfaced is the parent who will be enrolling a 
child with special needs on their 3rd birthday.   
This family may not be familiar with school procedures and 
will probably not have the opportunity for an organized 
orientation since these youngsters will be coming to school 
whenever their birthday dictates.  This is only one example,  
but I think an important one since beginning experiences are so important.  
Please be thinking of how this concept could  
be put into place in your school district or how someone like 
this could have helped you when your child started school.  Also, it may 
prove useful to spend some time thinking of the structures which would be 
needed to operate such as program, i.e. volunteers, paid parents on staff 
of school, a local 
advocacy organization or some other mechanism.  This is only one 
example, I am sure there are many other applications.  Please come with 
many ideas for a full day’s discussion as follows: 
  10:00  Introductions 
  10:15  Discussions of Parent Mentor 
  12:00  Lunch  (provided) 
  12:45  Continue discussion 
    2:00  Adjourn 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at this exciting meeting which I feel 
sure will lead to some real change in the way parents are perceived by 
schools.  Please let me know if you have any needs or questions. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Margaret Burley 
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