PROACTIVE

LEGISLATIVE MANUAL

O

HIIE

Ohio Coalition for the Education
of Children with Disabilities

Revised Edition April 2015






TABLE OF CONTENTS

Purpose . : : : : : : Pg. 4
Ohio House Districts Map . : : : Pg. 5
Ohio Senate Districts Map . : : : Pg. 6
A Summary of Legislative Advocacy:

When to Do What : : : : : Pg. 7-9
Grassroots Activities: Letter

Writing Campaigns . : : : : Pg. 10
Telephone Campaigns : : : : Pg. 11
Legislator Addresses : : : : Pg. 12
Public Hearings : : : : : Pg. 13

Recognizing What the Legislator Has to Gain/
Working withthe Legi sl at or 6.s $y.a fl4

Meeting with Legislators/Addresses . : Pg. 15

The Budgetary Process & the Administration Pg. 16

The Budgetary Process & the Legislature . Pg. 17
The Budgetary Process & the Governor : Pg. 18
Strategies to Consider : : : : Pg.19-20
Resources/Publications . : : : Pg. 21

Activities for Advocates . : : : Pg. 22



T SIS TSI

PURPOSE

The purpose of this publication is to enable organizations and
individuals to have a voice in the democratic process on a proactive
basis. To have a positive effect on programs for children and adults
with disabilities, it is necessary to know the avenues for change. This
publication is a quick, reliable source to help you in your efforts to
affect this change by communicating your concerns to members of
the Ohio General Assembly.

CREDIT

The Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities at
this time wishes to thank and credit the Ohio House of
Representatives and the Ohio Senate for their information and
assistance.
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Ohio House Districts 20122022
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Ohio Senate Districts20122022

(As Adopted 2012)
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A SUMMARY OF LEGISLATIVE
ADVOCACY: WHEN TO DO WHAT

WHAT | If You Are Creating If You Are Trying to
and Trying to Have an | Have an Impact on a Bill
Impact on Your Own You Have Not Created
WHEN Bill
Approximately Discuss with key members Try to explore the bill drafting
Six to Nine of your group the specific that is going on throughout the

Months Before
The Legislative
Session

legislative proposal to be
worked on.

Begin drafting the legislation
or at least outlining ideas so
that the Legislative Service
Commission will have a
foundation to draft from.

state in your area of interest.

Legislative Service
Commission-s e e
on page 21.

ifResao

Approximately
Four to Six
Months Before
The Legislative
Session

Recruit a legislator to take
either the draft or outline of
your bill to the Legislative
Service Commission.

Identify the potential
proponent and opponent
constituencies for your bill.

Determine upcoming bills that
you will advocate for or
against.

Identify who you will probably
be working with and against.

Identify the decision-makers in the legislature (legislators, officials,
party leaders) and learn how to reach each of them.

Assess

t he

number s,

resour ces, toi

group. Determine what your group will be able to do.
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WHAT | If You Are Creating and | If You Are Trying to
Trying to Have an Have an Impact on a
Impact on Your Own Bill You Have Not
WHEN Bill Created
Approximately Select sponsors for your
Two to Eour legislation, and try to get

Months Before
The Legislative
Session

early commitments from other
legislators.

Arrange visits with decision-makers in the legislature to let
them know about your interests and to ascertain their
viewpoints.

If it is an election year, arrange meetings with winners and
enlist their support.

Approximately
Three Months
Before The
Final Vote in
The Legislature
Is Anticipated

Obtain commitments from allies and form coalitions if
possible.

If a coalition has been formed, have a general briefing
session for members, and set up a communications network.

Concentrate on the sources and kinds of opposition you will
be facing. Prepare statements to counter expected
arguments from the opposition, and publicize them before the
opposition surfaces publicity.

Make a preliminary head count based on what you know so
far.

Develop your grassroots and advocacy strategy.

If it will serve your purposes, establish media contacts and
keep the media informed.

Start lining up endorsers from the community.

Contact individuals and organizations who may be able to
influence certain legislators.




WHAT

T~

WHEN

If You Are Creating and
Trying to Have an

If You Are Trying To
Have an Impact on a
Impact on Your Own Bill You Have Not
Bill Created

Approximately
Two Months
Before The
Final Vote in
The Legislature
Is Anticipated

If you have previously contacted the media, use these
contacts to intensify public education on the issue and
urge public support.

If you feel the timing is right, begin to activate some of your
grassroots strategies.

Maintain regular contact with legislators.

Approximately
One Month
Before The
Final Vote in
The Legislature
Is Anticipated

Pursue your grassroots advocacy activities.
Update your head count at least weekly.

Go after further media coverage if you feel it will benefit
your cause.

If you have recruited prominent endorsers, keep them in
the public eye.

Stage a big event if you feel it will help.

Approximately
One Week
Before The
Final Vote in
The Legislature
Is Anticipated

Keep in close touch with others on your side of the issue.
Organize your last grassroots advocacy blitz.

Stick with your formal legislative advocacy efforts, meeting
with legislators on a one-to-one basis.

Update your head count daily.

If it will help your cause, intensify public information efforts
through the media. Keep on top of the plans of influential
legislators who will carry the debate for your side of the
issue on the floor.




