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Article I. Name

The name of this organization shall be the Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with
Disabilities, herein after referred to as OCECD.

Article 1. Mission Statement

The Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities is a collaboration of parents,
professionals, and partners advocating for children with disabilities to receive the educational
services, experiences, and supports they need to reach their fullest potential

Article 111. Members
Section I. Determination of Eligibility for Membership

The method of determining the eligibility of any member or member organization and the
final determination of membership fee for a member organization is reserved to OCECD.
Due to potential conflicts of interests, current employees of OCECD may become a
Supporter, but not join any committees.

Section I1I. Statewide Member Organization

A. Organizations whose membership and activities encompass the State of Ohio
and whose goals and purposes are harmonious with those of OCECD may request
membership in OCECD. The membership of said organizations shall be
composed primarily of parents of children and youth with disabilities, persons
with disabilities, or professionals involved in related areas.

B. Organizations meeting the definition of a Statewide Organization shall provide
documentation of total membership and agree to pay membership dues at a rate of
$5.00 per organization member. Statewide Organizations shall further designate
two (2) representatives from the organization as representatives to the OCECD
Member Organization Council. Alternates for these representatives to the Member
Organization Council may also be named. These names shall be submitted to
OCECD upon payment of membership dues.

C. Statewide Organizations may be requested to replace designated
representatives who do not engage in active participation on the OCECD Member
Organization Council.



Section I11. Regional Member Organization

A. Organizations whose membership and activities encompass regions within the
State of Ohio, but do not function statewide, and whose goals and purposes are
harmonious with those of OCECD may request membership in OCECD. The
membership of said organization shall be composed primarily of parents of
children and youth with disabilities, persons with disabilities, or professionals
involved in related areas.

B. Organizations meeting the definition of a regional organization shall provide
documentation of total membership and agree to pay membership dues at a rate of
$50.00 per or $1.00 per organization member, whichever is greater. In the case of
Education Service Centers, membership dues area at a rate of $50.00 or $.50 per
student served, whichever is greater. Regional organizations shall further
designate one (1) representative to the OCECD Member Organization Council.
Alternates for the representative to the Member Organization Council may also be
named. These names shall be submitted to OCECD upon payment of membership
dues.

C. Regional Organizations may be requested to replace designated representatives
who do not engage in active participation on the OCECD Member Organization
Council.

Section V. Supporters

A. Individuals, including parents of children and youth with disabilities, persons
with disabilities, or professionals involved in related areas, whose goals and
purposes are harmonious with those of OCECD may become supporters of
OCECD.

B. Supporters shall agree to an annual contribution of $50.00 to OCECD and will
be eligible to participate on OCECD committee(s) and in other OCECD functions,
as well as to receive communications and publications from OCECD.

C. Benefits of becoming a Supporter shall include, but not be limited to:

Newsletter with Special Education Updates

A copy of any white papers or statement of position issued by OCECD
Invitation to the Annual Membership Meeting

Listed in Annual Donor Recognition

Networking and Sharing of Information

Quarterly Summary of Board Activities

D. Supporters may indicate their desire to join the Organization Council or other
committees by sending a written statement to any member of the Governing
Board. Once received, the Governing Board Member will bring the Supporter’s
notice to the Governing Board for consideration. If the Governing Board
determines that the Supporter’s purpose aligns with the mission of OCECD, then



the Supporter can become a member of a committee. However, Supporters who
are currently employed by OCECD are excluded from joining committees.

Section V. Corporate Patrons

A. Corporations who sponsor and provide support to an organization affiliated
with OCECD or directly to OCECD may become a Corporate Patron of OCECD.

B. Corporate Patrons shall agree to an annual contribution of a minimum of
$250.00. Corporate Patrons shall receive communications and publications from
OCECD.

Section VI. Delinquency in Payment of Fees

Any Member Organization, Individual Member, or Corporate Patron may be considered
delinquent in payment of annual fees/dues if after appropriate notification by the
Treasurer of OCECD, the member organization, member, or patron has not come to a
satisfactory arrangement with the OCECD Governing Board with sixty (60) days for the
collection of such fees/dues. Should a member organization, member, or patron fail to
meet the terms of any such collection agreement, the Governing Board shall consider
termination of membership.

Section VII. Special Assessment and Contributions

The Governing Board of OCECD may request member organizations, individual
members, and corporate patrons to contribute additional funds to OCECD for special
projects and/or extraordinary efforts being made to accomplish the purpose of the
organization. OCECD officers and those authorized by the OCECD President may solicit
such funds.

Article IV. Organization
Section I. Officers

A. The elected officers of OCECD shall be President, Vice President, Secretary,
and Treasurer. Each officer will be elected for a term of two years. The Vice
President will automatically assume the role of President after the President’s
two-year term. The immediate Past President shall serve as a non-voting officer
for a two-year term to support the current President.

B. Candidates for office shall be nominated from the members of the Governing
Board or other members who have served at least 2 years prior to the election.

C. The Secretary and Treasurer may be reelected such that they serve 4 years
total; however, the President and Vice President may not serve consecutive terms.
The Past President may not be reelected to the office of Vice President at the
conclusion of the Past President term. However, any officer, upon exiting the
executive committee, can be re-nominated to the executive committee after
serving one year as a general member.



D. If for any reason the President is unable to complete the elected term of office,
the Vice President shall automatically become President. The President shall have
the power to temporarily appoint an acting officer for all other vacancies until a
special election occurs All other officer vacancies shall be filled by special
election of the Governing Board provided at least 30 days’ notice is given to
Governing Board members.

Section I1: Executive Committee

The Executive Committee shall adopt an annual schedule of no less than 4 regular
meetings during the organization year.

A. The Executive Committee shall consist of the all officers and each of the
following:

= One State Representative,

= One Regional Representative

= One Parent Representative

= The Executive Director of OCECD (non-voting)

= Chief Financial Officer of OCECD (non-voting)

B. Executive Committee Duties

The Executive Committee shall provide oversight of OCECD, including non-
grant driven activities. No two members of the Executive Committee shall
represent the same Member Organization.

C. Special Meetings

At the request of an officer, the President shall schedule a Special Meeting of the
Executive Committee. The President may also call a meeting of the Executive
Committee in an emergency situation, including the resignation of an officer.
Seven days’ notice will be provided for any special meeting. The business
transacted at any special meeting shall be limited to that stated in the call to
meeting. Notice of such meetings may be sent electronically unless a member of
the Executive Committee indicates otherwise in writing to the President and
Secretary.

Section I11. Governing Board

A. The Governing Board will consist of the Executive Committee, the Co
Director of OCECD and additional parent members elected by the Member
Organization Council for a two-year term to ensure that majority of the Governing
Board will be parents of children and youth with disabilities birth through twenty-
Six (26) years of age.

B. The Governing Board shall oversee the implementation of the grant-driven
work of OCECD, which includes review of the budget for the grants, identifying
the purpose and alignment of the grant with the mission of OCECD and the
opportunity to review progress-monitoring documentation, setting agency-wide



policy and procedure, ensuring proper fiscal resources for programming purposes
and ensuring legal and financial compliance with state and federal laws.

Section V. Member Organization Council

The Member Organization Council shall consist of the designated representative of each
Member Organization, including those organization representatives on the Executive
Committee, including regional Ohio Parent Mentors. This council will be organized and
chaired by the Vice-President.

A. The Member Organization Council shall meet quarterly within two weeks
prior to each regularly scheduled Governing Board meeting.

B. The Member Organization Council shall share information in regard to how
current and upcoming legislation/rules impact their organization and how
OCECD can advocate for changes that may be needed.

C. The Member Organization Council shall give insight into the broader
perspective of what is happening in the world of disabilities as seen through their
lens.

D. The Member Organization Council shall represent the on-the-ground
perspective of what is happening or needs to happen moving forward.

E. The Member Organization Council shall nominate and vote for all Governing
Board Members.

Section V. Advisory Council

As specific issues and concerns arise, the OCECD may invite selected advisory, non-
voting Advisory Council Members to participate in Governing Board activities. Advisory
Council Members may include, but not be limited to, representatives designated by the
heads of such organizations as: Ohio Department of Education and Workforce, Office for
Exceptional Children; Ohio Department of Education and Workforce, Office for Early
Learning and School Readiness; Ohio Department of Health, Chief, Children’s Services;
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities, Chief, Children’s Services; Ohio
Department of Youth Services, Superintendent of Schools. This Advisory Council may
also consist of individuals with specific areas of expertise whose counsel may be of
benefit to the Governing Board from time to time (i.e., attorney, grant-writer, special
education specialists, fundraising professional, board governance expert, parents).

Section VI. Committees
The designated representatives of each Member Organization will be requested to

participate on a minimum of one OCECD committee. Individual Members will be invited
or can self-advocate to participate on an OCECD committee, if desired.



A. The Audit Committee shall be a standing committee of OCECD and consist of
the President, Treasurer, and two other non-officer members of the Governing
Board appointed by the President. The committee shall oversee the annual audit.

B. The Personnel Committee shall be a standing committee of OCECD and
consist of the President, Vice President and the Past President. An Executive
Session with the Governing Board will be held to discuss the past year’s work of
the Executive Director prior to completing evaluative paperwork. The Committee
shall then meet with the Executive Director to discuss the yearly evaluation of the
Executive Director.

C. The Nomination Committee shall be a standing committee of OCECD and
consist of the Past President as well as four (4) additional members appointed by
the President, two (2) of which are members of the Governing Board and two (2)
of which are members of the Member Organization Council, provided no two
Nomination Committee members are members of the same Member Organization.

D. The By-Laws Committee shall be a standing committee of OCECD and shall
consist of the Vice President, Secretary and two other non-officer members of the
Governing Board appointed by the President.

F. Other committees may be established from time to time by the OCECD
Governing Board to address matters as required. Documentation will be
developed to address these committees, their responsibilities and their timeline for
duty.

Section VI. Fiscal and Organization Years

The fiscal and organization year of OCECD shall be the calendar year (January 1-
December 31).

Article V. Meetings
Section 1. Governing Board Meetings
The Governing Board shall adopt an annual schedule of no less than 4 regular meetings
during the organization year. Any Member Organization representative, the president of
any Member Organization, the CEO or designee of any Corporate Patron, and any
Individual Member may attend a Governing Board meeting as a visitor and may speak as
recognized or make presentations as invited by the President.
Section 2. Annual Meeting

The Governing Board shall hold an annual meeting in November. The following business
shall be conducted at the Annual Meeting:

A. Adoption of the schedule for regular Governing board Meetings



B. Election of officers and other Governing Board members in those years where
such elections are due.

Section 3. Special Meetings

At the request of any three members of the Governing Board, the President shall schedule
a Special Meeting of the Governing Board. The President may also call a meeting of the
Governing Board in an emergency situation, including the resignation of an officer.
Seven days notice will be provided for any special meeting. The business transacted at
any special meeting shall be limited to that stated in the call to meeting. Notice of such
meetings may be sent electronically unless a member of the Governing Board indicates
otherwise in writing to the President and Secretary.

Section 4. Quorum

Any meeting of the Governing Board shall be considered to have a quorum if 51% or
more of the Governing Board members are present.

Section 5. Business Conducted Electronically

In the event of an emergency or a timely issue, conducting the business of the Governing
Board may be conducted electronically. VVoting by email is permitted provided a record
of such is maintained by the Secretary. Notice that business will be conducted
electronically may be sent electronically unless a Governing Board member has indicated
otherwise in writing to the President and Secretary.

Article VI. Employed Staff
Section 1. Executive Director

The Governing Board of OCECD may employ an Executive Director to oversee and
accomplish the mission of OCECD. If an Executive Director is employed, such person
shall attend any and all meetings of the Governing Board and may attend all meetings of
the Member Organization Council and any committee meetings unless excluded by the
OCECD President. The Executive Director is a ex officio member of the Governing
Board. The annual evaluation for the Executive Director shall be approved by the
Personnel Committee.

Section 2. Other Employed Staff

The Governing Board of OCECD may from time to time invite other members of the
OCECD staff to attend Governing Board meetings or participate in standing or other
committee activities in keeping with the job titles of those staff members. The Executive
Director may limit staff member participation due to time constraints associated with
staff member job duties.



Article VII. Indication of Affiliation or Representation

Any Member Organization may indicate in an appropriate fashion that it is a member of OCECD
on letterheads and in publications, programs, and similar printed or digitally produced matter. No
Individual Member, Member Organization representative, alternate, or officer, Corporate Patron

representative, or employee may speak on behalf of OCECD without expressed permission from

the OCECD Governing Board or its Executive Director.

Article VIII. Parliamentary Authority

The rules in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern OCECD
in all cases to which they are not inconsistent with the bylaws of OCECD.

Article IX. Amendments

Bylaws may be adopted and/or amended at any Regular or Special Meeting of the Governing
Board by a majority vote of the Board’s elected members provided notification of any proposed
addition or revision has been circulated to Governing Board and Member Organization Members
a minimum of fourteen (14) days before the meeting.



